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ABSTRACT 
Risk society theory is popular in the west since 1990s. The theory suggests 
that with the impact of globalization, knowledge economy and science and 
technology revolution, human society has gradually been becoming global risk 
society full of all kinds of uncertainties. In a sense, risk society has become an 
inevitable world situation. Faced with a great system innovation and social 
transformation, modern China also is involved in this background and we 
welcome the development opportunity and the test of risk. The serious 
consequences of risk society highlight the importance of effective management. 
Although, the uncertainty increased difficulty of governance, the government 
should assume responsibility bravely in spite of it. However, the social 
environment changed. It is no longer a person or a certain region which is under 
risk, but the entire earth! The risk is structural; it even will affect the whole 
human survival. Because these risks are completely beyond any individual 
ability, which might be managed through social cooperation and collective 
choice, therefore, people have more expectations and requirements for the 
government in risk society. How to adapt to the specific requirements of the 
risk society has become a major issue for the government. To adapt to the 
environment, we should first understand what and how government should do in 
need. The First key point is transformation of government functions, namely 
“the responsibility government construction”; secondly, obligation of 
government must be clear, namely the government responsibility system. This 
paper tries to discuses the influence of risk society on governmental 
responsibility, combined with the theory and characteristics of risk society and 
the responsibility system of the bygone governments, expounds the changes of 
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